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Multiple blasts at mosque in 
Indonesia’s Jakarta, injure 55

JAKARTA: Multiple explo-
sions shook a mosque at a high 
school during Friday prayers 
in Jakarta, Indonesia’s capi-
tal, injuring at least 55 people, 
mostly students. Police tried to 
dissuade speculation that the 
blasts were a terror attack and 
said they were investigating.

Witnesses told local televi-
sion stations that they heard 
at least two loud blasts around 
midday, from inside and out-
side the mosque, just as the ser-
mon had started at the mosque 
at SMA 27, a state high school 
within a navy compound in 
Jakarta’s northern Kelapa Gad-
ing neighbourhood.

Students and others ran out 
in panic as gray smoke filled 
the mosque.

Most of the victims suf-
fered minor to severe injuries 
from glass shards and burns. 
The cause of the explosions 
was not immediately known 
but they came from near the 
mosque’s loudspeaker, accord-
ing to Jakarta Police Chief Asep 
Edi Suheri.

The injured were rushed to 
nearby hospitals, from where 
some were sent home after 
initial treatment but 20 stu-
dents remained hospitalised 
for burns, three of them with 

serious injuries, the police chief 
said.

Videos circulating in social 

media showed dozens of stu-
dents in school uniform run-
ning in panic across the school’s 
basketball court, some cover-
ing their ears with their hands, 
apparently to protect them-
selves from the loud blasts.

Shocked relatives of the stu-
dents gathered at centres set up 
at Yarsi and Cempaka Putih 
hospitals to seek information 
about loved ones.

Parents told television 
stations their children had 
wounds from being hit in the 
head, feet and hands by sharp 
nails and pieces of exploding 
objects.

Suheri, the police chief, said 
an anti-bomb squad that was 
deployed at the scene found 
toy rifles and a toy gun near 
the mosque.

“Police are still investi-
gating the scene to deter-
mine the cause,” he said and 
urged against speculation that 
the incident was an attack 
before police investigation is 
completed.“Let the authori-
ties work first,” Suheri said. 
“We will convey whatever the 
results are to the public.” Indo-
nesia, the world’s most popu-
lous Muslim-majority country, 
was struck by a major militant 
attack in 2002 when al-Qaida 
staged bombings on the resort 
island of Bali that killed 202 
people, mostly foreign tourists.

In subsequent years, there 
have been mostly smaller, less 
deadly strikes that have tar-
geted foreigners, the govern-
ment, police and anti-terrorism 
forces, as well as those consid-
ered infidels by militant groups.

In December 2022, a 
Muslim militant and con-
victed bomb-maker 
who was released from prison 
the previous year, blew him-
self up at a police station in 
West Java, killing an officer and 
wounding 11 people. � AGENCIES

ANTI-BOMB SQUAD FOUND TOY RIFLES AND A TOY GUN

Members of Indonesian Police bomb squad inspect the mosque where explosions 
went off at a high school compound in Jakarta, on Friday� AP/PTI
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World leaders gather for 2nd day in Brazil, 
seek solutions to confront global warming

BELEM: As world leadersz 
head to a second day of climate 
talks being hosted in Brazil, a 
major proposal to protect trop-
ical forests worldwide is sure 
to a major topic of discussion.

Brazil’s President Luiz Iná-
cio Lula da Silva on Thursday 
sought to mobilise funding 
to halt the ongoing destruc-
tion of tropical rainforests 
and advance the many unmet 
promises made at previous 
summits.

He’s proposing a fund called 
the Tropical Forests Forever 
Facility that would pay 74 
developing countries to keep 
their trees standing, using 
loans from wealthier nations 
and commercial investors. 
Financed by interest-bearing 
debt instead of donations, it 
aims to make it more lucra-
tive for governments to keep 
their trees rather than cut them 

down. 
The location where the pro-

posal was announced and the 
talks are being held, Belem, is 
significant because the city is 
part of the Amazon rainforest, 
which is crucial in helping to 
regulate the climate.

Destroying rainforests 
makes money for cattle ranch-
ers, miners and illegal loggers, 
but Brazil hopes to convince 
countries that preserving for-
ests promises richer rewards 
for the entire world by absorb-
ing huge amounts of carbon 

dioxide, a greenhouse gas 
that heats the planet when it’s 
released into the atmosphere.

As senior Brazilian offi-
cials walked reporters through 
the fund’s inner workings, 
Norway pledged USD3 bil-
lion — the biggest commit-
ment of the day — raising 
hopes for Lula’s ambitions to 
become a reality.�  AGENCIES

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres � AP/PTI
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RAINFOREST

UNITED NATIONS: The 
UN Security Council has 
voted on a US-backed reso-
lution to remove Syrian Pres-
ident Ahmed al-Sharaa from 
the 1267 ISIL (Da’esh) and Al-
Qaida sanctions list, a move 
described by Council mem-
bers as a “strong political sig-

nal” of recognising a “new 
era” in the war-torn country.

The 15-nation Council 
voted Thursday on the reso-
lution that decided to “delist” 
al-Sharaa and Interior Minis-
ter Anas Hasan Khattab from 
the ISIL and Al-Qaida Sanc-
tions List.� AGENCIES

UN votes on resolution to remove 
Syrian Prez from sanctions list

BOSTON: President Donald 
Trump’s administration asked 
a federal appeals court Friday 
to block a judge’s order that 
it distribute November’s full 
monthly SNAP benefits amid 
a US government shutdown, 
even as at least some states said 
they were moving quickly to 
get the money to people.

US District Judge John 
J. McConnell Jr. had given 
Trump’s administration until 
Friday to make the payments 
through the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program. 
But Trump’s administration 
asked the appeals court to sus-
pend any court orders requir-
ing it to spend more money 
than is available in a contin-
gency fund.

The court filing came even 
as Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers’ 
spokesperson Britt Cudaback 
said on Friday that some SNAP 
recipients in the state already 
had received their full Novem-
ber payments overnight on 
Thursday.

“We’ve received confir-
mation that payments went 
through, including members 
reporting they can now see 
their balances,” she said.

The court wrangling pro-
longed weeks of uncertainty for 
the food program that serves 
about 1 in 8 Americans, mostly 
with lower incomes.

Last week’s rulings ordered 
the government to use one 

emergency reserve fund con-
taining USD 4.6 billion to pay 
for SNAP for November but 
gave it leeway to tap other 
money to make the full pay-
ments, which cost between 
USD 8.5 billion and USD 9 bil-
lion each month.

On Monday, the adminis-
tration said it would not use 
additional money, saying it was 
up to Congress to appropriate 
the funds for the programme.

The next day, Trump 
appeared to threaten not to pay 
the benefits at all unless Dem-
ocrats in Congress agreed to 
reopen the government.

His press secretary later 
said that partial benefits were 
being paid for November -- 
and that it is future payments 
that are at risk if the shutdown 
continues.

Late Wednesday, the USDA, 
which runs the programme, 
said in a filing in the federal 
court in Rhode Island that it 
had done further analysis and 
found that the maximum ben-
efit will be 65 per cent of the 
usual amount.� AGENCIES

Trump admin seeks 
to halt SNAP payments 

after court order

US President Donald Trump

BNP accuses interim govt of creating 
situation that could disrupt elections

DHAKA: Former prime minister 
Khaleda Zia’s Bangladesh National-
ist Party on Friday accused Muham-
mad Yunus-led interim government 
of creating a situation that could dis-
rupt the general elections.

Addressing a party rally in the 
national capital, BNP Secretary Gen-
eral Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir 
also said that the people of Bangla-
desh will not accept anything other 
than holding the election and the 
referendum on the July Charter on 
the same day in February next year.

“It is unfortunate for us that the 
interim government, which we fully 
supported, is now creating a situa-
tion that could disrupt the national 
election,” he said.

The issue centred around a pro-
posed referendum on the “July 
Charter” drafted by the Yunus-led 
National Consensus Commission 
after consultations with several par-
ties, barring deposed prime minis-

ter Sheikh Hasina’s Awami League 
and its allies.

  Despite initial reluctance, the 
BNP agreed to the referendum, but 
suggested doing it simultaneously 
with the elections. However, Jamaat 
and a few other Islamist parties are 
demanding that the referendum be 
held before the polls.

Law Adviser Asif Nazrul on 
Monday asked all political parties to 
reach a consensus within a week on 
the referendum on the July Charter, 
saying the government would take 
a unilateral decision if they failed to 

reach an agreement.
“What was the point of all the 

work done by the Consensus Com-
mission so far?” Alamgir said.

  He also warned the interim gov-
ernment against any attempt to delay 
the elections.

“Let me say this very clearly - 
there are conspiracies surrounding 
the election. The election and the 
referendum must be held on the 
same day, and that election must 
take place in February 2026. Other-
wise, the people of Bangladesh will 
never accept it,” Alamgir said.

On Thursday, Jamaat-e-Islami’s 
General Secretary Syed Abdullah 
Mohammad Taher said that the ref-
erendum must be held ahead of the 
election.

“Fingers will be bent if necessary 
to achieve our demands,” he said, 
without naming anyone, though 
Jamaat last week asked BNP for talks 
on their differences.� AGENCIES

BEIJING:  China has commis-
sioned its third aircraft carrier, 
the Fujian, stated to be the most 
modern warship equipped with 
electromagnetic catapults, at a 
ceremony attended by Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, wrapped 
in secrecy.

While the official media 
reported its commissioning 
on Friday, a report by state-
run Xinhua news agency said 
that Xi attended the commis-
sioning and flag-presentation 
ceremony of the Fujian on 
Wednesday at Sanya port in 

south China’s Hainan Province.
The Fujian is equipped with 

an Electromagnetic Aircraft 
Launch System (EMALS), used 
only by the American aircraft 

carrier USS Gerald R. Ford.
US President Donald 

Trump last week said he wanted 
to abandon EMALS technology 
and go back to steam power, 

calling the advanced launch 
system expensive, unreliable 
and difficult to repair, the 
Hong Kong-based South China 
Morning Post reported.

While all three Chinese car-
riers are conventionally pow-
ered, recent reports said China 
is reportedly building its fourth 
aircraft carrier in Dalian, which 
could be powered by nuclear 
propulsion to increase its 
endurance and global reach 
and provide significantly more 
power to run advanced sys-
tems.� AGENCIES

China commissions third Aircraft Carrier
It is Beijing’s most advanced warship equipped with Electromagnetic Catapults

BELGIUM: DRONE SIGHTINGS HALT 
FLIGHTS AT MAJOR EUROPEAN AIRPORT
BRUSSELS: Flights out of one of Europe’s biggest car-
go airports were briefly suspended after drones were 
spotted, an airport official said Friday, an incident 
that comes amid a spate of incidents around Belgium 
in recent weeks. Christian Delcourt, the head of com-
munications for Liege airport, said drones forced a se-
quence of flight interruptions between 9 pm Thursday 
and 1 am Friday, and again between 7 am and 8 am 
on Friday, when full operations resumed. 

TANZANIA CHARGES DOZENS WITH TREA-
SON OVER VIOLENCE LINKED TO ELECTION
DOLOMA: Prosecutors in Tanzania on Friday 
charged dozens of people with treason over their 
alleged roles in violence surrounding the country’s 
disputed election. The charge sheet identified 76 
suspects accused of intending to obstruct the Octo-
ber 29 election “for the purpose of intimidating” the 
authorities in Dar es Salaam, the commercial capital. 
In addition to treason, the suspects also face criminal 
conspiracy charges. Tanzania is reeling from violence 
following an election.

World Briefs

TEHRAN: Iran’s president has warned that 
the capital is facing an unprecedented water 
and energy crisis as reservoirs have plunged to 
historic lows, threatening supplies of drinking 
water and electricity generation, it was reported 
on Friday.

“If it doesn’t rain in Tehran by late Novem-
ber, we’ll have to ration water. And if it still 
doesn’t rain, we’ll have to evacuate Tehran,” 
President Masoud Pezeshkian was cited as say-
ing on Thursday by the SNN.ir semi-official 
news agency.

Pezeshkian described the situation as 
“extremely critical,” citing reports that Teh-
ran’s dam reservoirs have fallen to their lowest 
level in 60 years.

The city has entered its sixth consecutive 
year of drought, with some dams at less than 
10 per cent of capacity.

Officials say that in the east of Tehran, the 
Latyan Dam — one of five key 
reservoirs — is only about 9 
per cent full.

“Latyan’s water stor-
age is just nine million cubic 
metres,” Deputy Energy Min-
ister Mohammad Javanbakht 
said recently, calling the situ-
ation “critical.”

Tehran, a sprawling city 
of about 9.1 million residents 
located within a province of 
roughly 14.5 million people, 
relies heavily on hydropower. 
But as rivers and wetlands 
have dried up, power out-
put has plummeted, forcing 
some plants offline for lack of 
cooling water. Officials have 
described the water shortage 
as “unprecedented.”

Iran’s energy system 
remains highly dependent on 
hydropower and fossil fuels, 
while solar and wind together 
make up only a small share of 
total capacity.�  AGENCIES

‘Tehran faces water 
rationing and 

evacuations if it 
doesn’t rain soon’

LOS ANGELES: Former 
House Speaker Nancy Pelo-
si’s decision to step aside 
after nearly four decades in 
Congress kicks off a wide-
open contest to replace her 
at a time when her home city 
of San Francisco is roiled in 
debate about the cost of liv-
ing and what its future should 
look like.

Pelosi announced Thurs-
day that she will not seek 
reelection next year, book-
ending a career that saw her 
become the first woman in 
the speaker’s chair and one of 
the most powerful Democrats 
of her era in Washington.

The race to replace her 
is unfolding at a time when 
her deeply Democratic and 
famously liberal district — 
which encompasses virtually 
all of San Francisco — is con-
tending with soaring hous-
ing costs and conflict over 
whether denser development 

is the answer to them. Repub-
licans account for a mere 7% 
of voters.

Not surprisingly, the web-
site for Democratic candidate 
and former tech executive 
Saikat Chakrabarti is head-
lined, “We can fix this.”

“The median home in our 
city now costs $1.4 million 
— far more than any mid-
dle-class family can afford,” 
he says. San Francisco-based 
Democratic consultant Eric 
Jaye says that for voters, 
“Affordability is at the top of 
the list” in the city of 830,000 
people.

There’s an ongoing debate 
for older residents and new 
alike — and a lot of anxiety — 
over “what are we going to be 
in the future?” Jaye says. With 
an influx of artificial intelli-
gence and other tech workers 
and streams of global capital 
flowing in, “Who is going to 
get to stay?”� AGENCIES

Pelosi’s exit opens way for tough fight 
to replace her in San Francisco


